
STATE GOVERNORS



Roles of the Governor

• Chief Administrator

• Chief Legislator

• Political Party Leader

• Ceremonial Head of State

• Chief Negotiator

• State Opinion Leader

• Crisis Manager



Chief Administrator

• Coordinate state bureaucracy

• Supervise major state programs

• Oversee preparation of state budget

• Appoint major department heads

• Nominate appointments to boards and 

commissions



Chief Legislator

• Initiate major legislative programs

• Navigate relationship with legislators as well 

as lobbyists

• Use or threat of veto power

• Can also call special sessions of the 

legislature



Ceremonial Head of State

• Signing bills

• Welcoming delegations

• Holding conferences

• Welcoming school children, local groups, 

volunteers, etc.

• Representing the state at regional and 

national events



Crisis Manager

• Natural disasters

• Collapsing Infrastructure

• Civil Disorder

• Governors are expected to handle, respond 
to, and manage all of these crises.



Becoming and Remaining Governor

• Demographics

• Prior Experience

• Ehrenhalt article

• Perks of the job



Significance of 2014 Midterms

• State Legislatures

• Governorships

• Implications???





A Governor’s Formal and Informal Powers

•Make appointments

•Prepare the state budget

•Veto legislation

•Issue executive orders

•Command the state National Guard

•Pardon or grant clemency

•Help establish the legislature’s agenda.





The Job of the Governor

Managing the State

•Modernizing State Administrations
• Strategic planning

• Systems analysis

• Performance measurement and management

• Customer focus

• Sophisticated information technology and budgeting systems



Assisting the Governor

State Executive Officials

• Lieutenant Governor

• Attorney General

• Secretary of State

• Treasurer and Auditor



Copyright © 2011 Pearson Education, Inc. Publishing as Longman



Governors Today: Challenges and Rewards

• Expectations

• Chief policy maker

• Shaper of state budget

• Political party leader

• Chief recruiter

• Going head-to-head with national government



Local Governors: Terry McAuliffe (D-VA) and 

Larry Hogan (R-MD)

• Road to governor

• Role in political party

• Road to VP? White House?

• Recent legislative controversies

• Medicaid Expansion

• Education funding

• Daycare regulations

• Contraception access




